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To ge indghtinto thefundioning and longterm effects of gay parenting,
administering nonstandardized questionnares with (mos of thetime) general and
rather supaficia questionsto thegay parents themselves, or interviewing them and
thar children, are psychologically highly ingopropriate methods Apart from thefact
tha questionnare and interview respongs regarding private issues with interrogaors
with whomthereis no bondof trug are of low validity in generd, in this particular
case mod respondants are too much onthedefensve to give trusgworthy answvers.

As gay parents want to prove that @ur family is just nomal Q their children do not
want, or do notdare, to speak thar mind. Such studies may therefore hdd back the
reality rather than bring it nearer, even give a completely distorted picture of it when
theinvestigaors are animated by the motive to use them as a meansto promote their
ideological agenda Asin ethology,* to learn theredlities of gay paentingitis
indispensable to collect direct observationsOn thefield,Oi.e., descriptionsof
everyday life over theyearsin families with gay parents, observationsof thebehavior
and interactionsof these parents and children; and longitudina observationson the
emotiond and persondity development of the children involved.

On-the-fildOmethodsof data collection may vary; onevariant is thereporting by
outsiders who have intimately known thefamily unde study for many years and who
have seen how the children were affected ((hetero-anamnesisQ); another is the
description by the children from such afamily themselves when as adults they ook
back to their childhoodand adolescence.

Out from Under is an outstanding example of thelatter type of Gield study.O
Unusudly candid and ungaring, it is yet bdanced by a mature attitudeof mercy and
recondliation. The Canadian author, Dawn Stefanowicz, now in her mid-fortiesand a
mother of two children, shows wha realities may exist behind thefacade uphdd to
theoutsideworld in afamily with a promiscuousgay parent. It isthe history of only
onecase, of course we cannotautomatically genealize fromit, yet it containscertain
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important elements which can besaid to be of amore universal naure. Not
surprisingly, variousgay-parented personswho have reacted to Dawn@ webste
recognize themselves and ther childhoodsituationin some of her fundamental
observations | shdl point outsome of hea experiences whose relevance exceeds her
individud case.

Dawn had always loved her father. He, nother mother, was the central figure in
her home and emotiondly thedomineering parent throughouther life. Her mother
was distant, weak, passive, fathe@ dave, so much absorbed by her own real and
neurotic frudrationstha there was hardly any affection |eft for her three children
(Dawn, her twin brother, and ayounge brother). On the contrary, she disciplined
them harshly, at times even crudly. Asfather determined and decided everythingin
her life -and hecould be an attractive persondity when hewanted-, Dawn logically
longed for his love, for fatherly love, for Gafather who could be depended onto
protect meG. But this father role hedid not or could not assume. Dawn@® childhood
and pat of her adult life was marked by her hopdesslonging for signsof paternd
affection. If hemay have had truefatherly feelingsof lovefor his children,
somewhere degp down in his psyche, they never quite reached the surface because all
his attention was consumed by his Qoy boysOeverything else being completely
subordinated and sacrificed to tha. He had nolovefor hiswife, did not even treat her
as acomrade, butas his subservient maid and/or mother figure, Qo cook, clean, dote
on his every need and demand G Then did helovehislovers? Only if we give the
word QoveOa peculiar twist, for his relationdhipswith his GteadyOyoungfriends
whomheingdalled in thefamily home for some monthsor afew years and who
enjoyed a highe postionthan his wife, were characterized by his tyranny, occasiond
violence, and of course continuousQunfaithfulness.Oad and his friendshad
numerous and anonynoussexud patners and were involved in many different kinds
of sexud behavior, induding group sexd- often in ther own home. Two of father®
partners committed suicide after he dropped them. His daughter Gaw this condition
(of uninhibited homosexudity) as an act of betraya tha had destroyed any possibility
of hgppiness for everyonein our family.3 Thisisthe, objectively jutified, complaint
of many children of acting-outhomosexud paents, irrespective of whether or not
these are homosexudly GnarriedOor not My father (mother) did notlive in thefirst
place for us butfor thar patner(s). The affective needs of these children are basically
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neglected, in onecase more severely than in the other, butit seemsinevitable tha
these children feel deeply insecure, londy.

The consquences of this subodinaing thewhole houshold and the needs of the
children to father® homosexuad monomania (mother complied with all his perversions
and tolerated his reshgping thehou into akind of agay brothd) were predictable:
al children manifested behavioral, emotiond, andrelationd problems.

Dawn@®is an extreme case, yes, thoughnotso rare as it may seem. Thelife of mogt
committed homosexuds revolves aroundonething: homosexudity. In ther self-
centeredness they are often unawvare of the suffering they inflict onther environment.
Dawn@ father complained abouthis own lovedess childhood,his harsh and tyrannical
father, his beng sodomized by older relatives; hefled his parental home when hewas
fifteen; butit never davned uponhim tha oneof his own sonsdid exactly thesamein
reaction to exactly thesame kind of lovdess and abusng treatment ie himself
congantly meted outto him. To some extent, homosexudly active fathers may be
compared with heterosexudly unfaithful fathers. In both cases family life is serioudy
damaged, buttheaverage case of the homosexudly active parent is worse because of
his more intense (and more unndural) promiscuity. But it istruetha bath the
heterosexudly unfaithful and the homosexudly active father forsake thar father role
or are unableto identify with it (women with alesbian lifestyle likewise are inhibited
in thar identification with the mother role, although some may beremarkably
unaware of it aswell).

Not a few marriage partners and children of gay parents will recognize Dawvn@®@
characterization of her childhoodhome situaion: Ot was all abouthim.OThis reminds
of wha thewife of Oscar Wilde Condance, wrote (in 1897 after her hushand had
served histerm in prison: (His punishment has not donehim much goodsince it has
not taughthim thelesson hemog needed, namely tha heis nottheonly pesonin the
world.33 These are truewordstha goto the heart of the matter and offer akey to
undestanding much tha is driving the homosexud person (to luddate this here
would gotoofar, however).

Active homosaxuds, patnered or not, tend to sexudize family life, whereas
healthy family life mus be desexudized, sexudity baeng relegaed to the sphee of
respected persond privacy. Both parents routindy walked aroundnudein frontof us
Dad, in paticular, had preciouslittle sense of bourdaries and decency aroundus(
No doubthis sexud obsession had blunted nommal feelingsof shame. Aslittle
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children, thetwinswere abused for sexud gratification of their parents; Dawn@ twin
brother was approached sexudly by hisfather and hetoudhed her sexudly; andthere
were homosexud orgies in thehous which should have been a safe and secure home
to thechildren. When in her teens Dawn had to accompany her father at his gay
cruising (Geven gay and bisexua men liked having goodlooking women around
them. They were used as eye-candy to attract more mend). Children of course fed all
this as oppressive, it violates thar natural sengtivity and distorts thar perception of
sexudity, which they get acquanted with in its hideousforms, andindirectly, also
their perception of marriage: GPromiscuity seemed to bethenommal thingto me ... but
it wasn®something | wanted any part of. ... | couldn®imagine ever getting married
and voted never to have children at al.8

QVha makesit so hard for agirl to grow up with agay father istha she never gets
to see him loving, honaing, or protecting thewomen in hislife 3° In ther hearts,
many homosexuds of eithe sex detest theopposte sex (why, isnotat issue here).
When Dawn frequented a psychiatrist, later in her life, the Qentral key to (her)
healingOproved Gacknowledging my feminine nature.3* Deeply marked by her
father@ neurotic hypercriticism of her person, she developed an inferiority complex
with an accent on her gende identity: O assumed and dreaded that | would have to
expeiment sexudly to discover wha my identity was. | felt unadmfortable and
ambivalent in the company of female friendsand ... didn®seem to live in the same
world asthese girls. Theonly time| could ever relax and bemyself wasin the
company of afew boyswho@ madeit clear ther interest in me was strictly
platonic.3? Homosexud parents who are emotiondly central in a child@life cannot
impart the gender confidence to it they miss themselves, and if it hadn®been for
especially onesuppotive, respectful and encouraging youngmale friend, Dawn might
have ded into aform of lesbianism. Here we have undeniably oneof the
psychological risks of gay parenting (afactor which is not to be confused with
possible sedudionif thegay parentis of the same sex. This sedudion element may
have played arolein thestruggle Dawn@ brother Thomes had Gor yearsOwith his
sexud identity™).

Dawn@ story shows how deeply the traumatized and mis-sodalized children of
paentswho live agay lifestyle can feel ashamed, isolated, not undestood,and
depressed. It took her many years to at least overcome theworst pat of her neuross.
Shemakesit clear how crudal intha inne battle has been her inna recondliation
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with her father: O had to forgive my father again and again to avoid becoming
enmeshed in bitterness.3* Exercisingreal inne forgivenessis highly therapeutic™
and it has apparently been Dawn@® authentic religiousconvasion which gave her the
emotiond force to pursuethis habit of forgiving and to leave self-pity and
rebdliousess behind. She wants to excite undestanding for children who are locked
upin situaionslike sheand her brothe's have been through,she wants to warn those
who are responsble in our sodety for thedangeas and hurts these children are
exposed to. However, her story isnotan accusation, her lovefor he father has thelast
word. It iS fout comprendre, c’est tout pardonner, to undestand everything (of her
father) makes her pardonhim. GDne can see why mercy and compassion are so
needed in remembering my father. He had a harder life than | in many respects3® (at
home as well as outside home). She sees his maniacal men-seeking as areaction to
rgiection by his own father and older brothe's, andin ageneral sense sheisright,
athoughl douli if her explanation of his homosexudity as a Qestless search for a
father typeis technically 100%correct.” Otherwise, her father@® whole family lifeis
testimony tha, no matter how undestandable and pardonale, indulgingin
homosexudized affection seeking is objectively a pahogenic reaction to childhood
hardshipsand the opposte of hedling, that in fact it prolongsgrief and sufferinginto
the next generation.

This booktherefore notonly presents important observationsfor thediscussion on
gay parenting and adoption, but also for homosexually active people with children
themselves: notto beregjected at first glance because it broaches a panful issueg butto
be pondeed over with the same equanimity and honesty with which it has been

written.
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! The study of animal behavior according to Lorenz and Tinbergen (Ruwet, 1972).

2 Dawn Stefanowicz (Dawn St.) , XXI11.

*Ibid., 27.

*1bid., 101.

®Ibid., 93.

® Ellmann, 1987, 523. These words were not written in bitterness, rather in sad resignation, for
Constance® Giffection for him never ended, she would forgive everythingQ as Ellmann adds.
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" Dawn St., 53.

® Ibid., 126.

° Ibid., 98-99.

1bid., 230.

1 Ibid., 229. In addition, mother had nothing to give by way of femininity encouragement or feminine
example.

1bid., 98.

bid., 131.

“bid., XVII.

5 Enright & Fitzgibbons, 2002.

1bid., 62.

Y 1bid., XVI. He rather sought younger friends whom he could command. It is true that his
homosexuality was a search for affection, but primarily from age-mates he felt not belonging to. In his
case, too, the Cattraction formulaOthat a homosexual looks for partners who possess features he feels
wanting in can be applied (van den Aardweg, 1986). (Dad preferred dark-haired men ... tall, thin({105,
109). Of her psychiatrist, Dawn remarks that he had Qhe same blue eyes and dirty blond hair (as my
father), the same short statue..0(227). Father thus had the opposite physical traits as his partners. See
also: ad said his class-mates teased him for his near-sightedness, but | think there was something
more behind the ridicule than thatO(62), which indicates peer-group non-belonging.
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